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These adventure hounds are gearing up for the quest of their lives: driving
across six continents and 100 countries in two years.
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today's adventurers are every bit as fit,
resourceful, and determined as we
were, but becquse of the international
sitwation, it just can't be dane today,
Political animaosities, civil wars,
virelent yltranationalism, militant
religious fundamentalizm, and several
fanatical dictotors hove closed the
borders, severed the roads, barred or
trapped the car-borne travelers, and
caused such severe and dangerous

problems that none but the most
death-defying deredevils would

contemnplate this journey today, And |
believe even these intrepid drearmers

wionld give it up a3 impossible, -- Harold Stephens and
Albert Podell, Whe Meeds @ Road?

Steve Shoppman didn't linger long over Stephens and
Podellz warning, The shaggy-haired multimedia
deszigners canvon guide had ripped through the
authors' 1967 road-tHp memoir in just two daws, unable
to put it down or go to sleep thanks to the 24-hour
davlight in Scandinavia, where he was vacationing, He'd
come across Whe Needs @ Rogd? several weeks earlier
while preparing for a tHp along the 5Silk Route through
the Middle Eazt., He was tired of taking trains that
followwed the same tourst track, He wanted more
authentic experences; he wanted to get out and find
hiz own path.

When he got back home to Denver, Shoppman gave
lihe Meeds ¢ Koed? to hiz longtime roommate, Steve
Bouew, who had just returned from a three-month stint
training and competing in lronman competitions in

fustralia and Mew Zealand, Bouey didn't need convincing: The intrepid dreamers were going to

drve around the warld,
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Steve Bouey (left) and Steve Shoppman
are living the dream.

Eighteen months later, their vague dream has evolved into more than a mere road trp, The

Waorld by Road -- the name of both the expedition and the independent media company

Shoppman and Bouew created to document it -- departz the Mile High City next month for a

twio-year drive through six continents and nearly 100 countries.

“Me've opened the door to uncertainty," Bouey savs, "Even in the planning stages, this has

already changed me. There are going to be things outside of my contral, and [l have to deal

with them as they unfold, Worst-caze scenado: I'll have some kick-ass stores to tell mv

grandkids."

The men don't doubt that those stores will come with a hefty price tag, Shoppman's earliest

planz called for finding a way to fund the trip by selling articles, photos and video content to

adventure magazines, websites and television stationz, When he created a media company to

that end lazt January and launched the World by Road website [wane theworldbyroad, com], it

got 10,000 hitz in just the first month, "People were interested, zo we kept pushing forward,"

he said,

The Stewves -- who have been roommates for eight vears, since they were undergrads at the

University of Colorado -- went knocking on doors, making contacts with media companies thew

hoped to zell content to, aid organizations they wanted to create content about, and potential

sponszors, Lonely Planet agreed to set the travelers up with guides in some countries; Intel

offered computers; Marmot provided clothing and is considering incorporating Bouey and

Shoppman into itz marketing matenals, And the two are in talks with Current TV, Google Video

and YouTube about producing regular video spots from their mobile studio,

MySpace provided their next great contact in the form of Duane Batcheler, The former

inveztment banker, who retired at age 31, found the Steves on the social-networking site and

flewe to Denver to meet with them. He committed to the tHp, then left to run with the bullz in

Spain and wizit Turkey before moving to Denver in September to help with the final months of

planning.

Bouey cazhed out hiz 401(k] and guit his job of six vearz in the state auditor's office to focus on

the project full-time,. Hiz and Shoppman's frantic blog entres were reminiscent of scenes in

ihe Meeds @ Rogd? az the two fretted over vizsa applications, vaccinations, health insurance,

international dAver's licensez and auto insurance. &fter much stewing and many phone

conversations and meetings, the adventurers now zav they have zecured the most important

detail for a road tAp around the world: vehicles, Oddly enough, thiz arrangement also zeems to

mirror the Kead authors' setup, Thirty vears ago, magazine writer Stephens and editor Podell

convinced Tovota to give them a brand-new Land Cruiser, wooing the company with promizes of

publicity as their product maneuvered the world's roughest road:z beside the "Go &nvwhere"

zlogan,

Thizs time around, Stevinzon Towota has agreed to give the World by Road expedition a new 2007

Tundra truck and an '05% or '0& Seqguoia, as well az incorporate the travels into a marketing

campaign. The white extended-cab Tundra thev're taking with them waz shown at this vear's

Mational Western Stock Show,

When the three men finally hit the road mid-February, thev'll begin in Australia and wind

through fsia, Europe, Afdca, then crozs the Atlantic by ferry to South &merca and come up

through Morth Amerca, However, their route changes constantly az they monitor world events,

In fact, the 1999 re-publication of Who Needs @ Kogd? says that Podell and Stephens's trip was
"the longest and lazt" and couldn't be done again because the world iz too dangerous,

Shoppman disagrees, He says that when his predeceszzors encountered danger -- like stumbling

into a war in East Pakistan -- it was because they didn't know what they were getting

themselves into, "When we started, there were certain countries we thought were too

dangerous,” he savs, "But with more research, people have been to Afghanistan and lran and

Pakiztan and the Sudan, and it's not as bad as it's made out to be in our media. Certainly, there

are bad parts."
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These adventure hounds are gearing up for the quest of their lives: driving
across six continents and 100 countries in two years.
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made plans to climb the Himalayvaz, visit
a Vietnamese orphanage for children
dizfigured from fgent Orange, trek
through rainforestzs and spotlight the
work of aid orgamizations, They had
always wanted their thip to have an
educational component that would
promote travel for voung people, Azide
from =satizfving their own curiozity, that
was really what the expedition was all
about, Shoppman spouts statistics about
the low percentage of Amercans with

pazzports, the even lower percentage

who actually use them, and the
minuzcule numbers of people who
venture outside tounst destinationz, &t the very leazt,
he thought, The World by Road could wisit schools to
talk about their experence when they got back, But --
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az has been the caze with much of thiz project --
zomething better emerged.

Inztead of just talking about the tHp after the fact,

The World by Road will bring itz adventuresz directhy

into the classroomz of the Denver Center for International Studies, a mazgnet program of the
Derver Public Schools,

&t a recent DCIS azzembly, the schoolz community-relations director, Kate Farmer, introduced
the adventurers to the schoolz students, In her brilliant Brtish accent, she told the kids they
were about to meet three people who have turned what sounds impossible into reality,

"“fnd thevwe chosen DCI5 as the first school in the world to collaborate with," zhe said az the
auditorium erupted with applause and whoop whoops,

"First schoolin the world!" one student exclaimed. "Go, DCIS!M

& video began to play over a large projection screen, white letters against a black backdrop:
“Me are drving around the world5and we are inviting DCI5 to join the adventure.” Clipz of
bungee jumping, mountain climbing and exotic backdrops wielded "oohs" and "aahs" from the
audience. fs zoon as the movie stopped, a figure ran across the ztage and jumped into a clumsy
but zuccessful roundoff. Shoppman introduced himself along with Bouev and Batcheler.

" vwaz more nervous about this aszembly than how three fmedcans named Steve, Steve and
Duane are going to crosz the Sudan border in a Tovota," Bouew joked shyly,

The team explained that they are g2oing to film a dav in the life of one DCI5 student, then do
the zame with children around the world, Thev're going to set up a forum for OC15 students to
azk them gquestions live via the Internet, QOver the summer, they'll provide raw video for a
media-studies extracurncular program that DCIS is starting with public television's Deproduction
group, Eventually, the goal iz to provide rezources to students and educators around the
country,

Y%ince that azzembly, the team haz been back to the zchool to meet with students and
teachers, On their lazt visit, Bouey and Shoppman noticed a copy of Whe Meeds @ Road? zitting
on a student's desk, & teacher explained that the kids are taking turnz reading the book aloud
for one half hour every day in class, "Mow we've inzpired these kids to become more interested
in traveling," Bouey savs, "Harold would really probably get a kick out of this."

The Steves have been waiting for the right time to contact Stephens and let him in on their
planz, Mtavbe one intrepid dreamer will have room for two more under his wing, Theze
adventure hounds are gearing up for the quest of their lives: drving acrosz six continentz and
100 countres in two vears,
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