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Denver-based adventurer to drive around world

Taking the world by road

Caramie Schnell
Vail CO, Colorado
February 14, 2007

Steve Shoppman, left and
Steve Bouey, right, make
a stop in Avon after
leaving Denver Monday for
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the start of their World by

In the name of adventure, and agamnst the advice  Road tour with the two
of friends and family, Denver resident Steve Bouey Toyota tr; chks they ""‘;” EE
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_ wiorld, covering ninety six
Bouey and best fiend Steve Shoppman set out o countries to promote

an adventure this week that if all goes well, will last cultural avareness. The Click to Enlarge
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roughly two years and take them around the world. _ =~ " ' © o o

will take.
"I consider it a reinvestment.” Bouey said. "It's not gﬂf“i"illﬂe Taylor/Vail
like I cashed out and came to Vegas to bet on aily
black."
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The Denver-based men are partners in an
mdependent media company called The Woild By
Eoad. They've spent the last two years planming
and organizing an expedition focused on
showeasing the diversity of people and cultures
around the world.
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Come to Sandbar for
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"We've both traveled extensively," Shoppman

said, "and we had amanng expenences, but as we
traveled it always seemed selfish - we didn't

l.l'.l rofie’s lives b § 01571 0 e CAITE 1110
with this 1dea to spread what we're doing and get
people more interested in the world and world
1ssues. Only 20 percent of Amerncans have vald
passports and of them, less than half use themin a
given year."
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Shoppman and Bouey want to change that
statistic, by showing people the world from a
different view - through thew own lens rather than
CNN's.

The Web
site clearly
lays out the
value of the
o expedition:
"We cannot
expect this
jouney to
change the

Steve Shoppman shows how world, but
jampacked one of the two trucks he j the end.
and Steve Bouey are driving around ’
the world in is as they make a stop
in Avon on Monday on their way te  increase
Los Angeles to start their World By jnterest in
Road towur.
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adventure
and
exploration and inspire others to develop a greater understanding of the
wotld, then we have achieved our goal "
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In short, the two are diving two Tovota trucks more than 30 000 miles, visiting ®0-plus countries, six continents,
and two hemispheres m the process. Thew goal 1s simple. See and present as much of the woirld as they can from a
perspective that other people can more easily relate to. Their medium for this 15, not surpnsingly, the World Wide
Web. The two Steves will be chronicling their adventure through their Web site, www theworldbyroad.com, which
will feature blogs, live journals, high definition video feeds, photo zalleries podeasts and interactive web forums.

The pair drove through Vail on Monday night en route to Los Angeles viaLas Vegas Oncein L A the two will
repack the trucks and ship them in a freighter to Sydney, Australia. Six people plan to meet up with the men and the
trucks m Australia, where the expedifion will officially begin. Along with a videographer from Flonda, a sea boat
captain/salvage diver from Lowisiana a geologist from Minnesota, and a never-ever-traveled 21-year-old from New
Mexico, the two will meet up with Eagle-Vail resident Eira Horvath. Currently Horvath 1s a photographer for the Vail
Daily but she's trading i her zig at the paper to see the world.

It's an opportunity she couldn't let pass her by, she said.

Horvath moved to the valley in October for the job at the Daily. Just a few weeks ago, she discovered the World
Ev Road crew on the Internet.

"It started with MySpace,"” she said.

Last vear Horvath spent four months fraveling through Afnea shooting photos. Her ongmal plan, she said, had
been to save money last summer and leave for an around the world trip come December. She put her trip off, she
said, because she was nervous about doing such an extensive tnp alone. When she stumbled upon The Woild By
Foad's story, she was immediately mtngued.

"It was amazing that these guys were not only planning this, but that they were here (in Colorado.) That night [
couldn't sleep, [ dreamt about the tnp the whole mght."

MMeasuring success with miles

The next morning Horvath filled out the "Join the trip" application on the Web site. Later that same day Shoppman
called Horvath and set up a time to meet. He was heading to Aspen a few davs later when the two met m Eagle to
talk about the trip.

"This happened two-and-a-half weeks ago, at the end of January." she said. Within a week, Horvath gave notice at
wotk and purchased a 3400 one-way ticket to Australia.

"It was scary and nervewracking " she said. "I just zot (to Vail), but opportunities like this vou can't pass up. [
couldn't imagine saying no ... This has been my dream forever, smce [ was a hittle lad."”

Horvath first pursued photography with the idea that the profession would help her see the wotld, she said.
In the past Horvath has tned to contact humanitanan organizations in hopes of lending her skills. It's not
surprising that it's the humamnitanian environmental and aid organizations that Horvath is most excited about

wotking with. The group has plans to mteract with organizations like Doctors Without Borders, Save the Children,
USAID and the Tropical Eainforest Coalition.

"T've always wanted to do photography on an intemational level and lend my skills to something bizzer than me "
she said. "We'll be gomg to an orphanage i Vietham for kids affected by Agent Orange and helping kids affected
by the AIDS epidemic in Afnca”

Horvath has been repeating her motto for as long as she can remember, she said.

"My level of success 1sn't measured by how much money [ have in the bank, but by how much of the world I get to
zeg,"” she said.

Daily 3taff Wnter Caramie Schnell can be reached at cschnell@valldaily.com.




